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All Aboard for family fun at the

New York Museum of Transportation

* Trolley rides

* Model trains

* Fire Truck

* Steam locomotive

OPEN SUNDAYS ONLY

11 am to 5 pm

6393 E. River Rd, 1 mile north of Rt. 251 west (I-390 exit 11)

www.nymtmuseum.org       (585) 533-1113

• BUY  
• SELL  
• TRADE

• Antiques • Furniture • Collectibles
• One-Of-A-Kind Items

585.545.4844 8 W. Main St. Webster, NY

Tue, Wed, Sat: 10-6pm • Thur & Fri: 10-7pm • Closed Sun & Mon

TheGarageSaleStoreNY.com
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Community Connection
to advertise call 258-2476

In that early evening,
Kelley Gaffield, who’d
just turned 16 in the last
week of July, kissed her
mother Christine Reilly
on the cheek, said “I love
you, Mom,” and promised
to be home by 9:30 p.m.
Her plan: Walk up to the
village of Webster, find
her friends and go do the
kinds of things teenagers
do.

The last time she was
seen alive was a little bit
later that night, walking
into a wooded area out be-
hind the Phillips Village
apartments.

Kelley’s body was
found by a hunter in
woods east of Phillips
Road on Oct. 22, 1995. She
was less than a mile from
her home.

Decomposition was too
advanced to determine
how she died, but broken
ribs and the body’s posi-
tion led medical examin-
ers to believe her death
was a homicide, accord-
ing to contemporaneous
news reports. She was
found nude, with her
clothing in a nearby pile. 

Forensics experts said
she was likely assaulted
and killed where she was
found, and that the evi-
dence was consistent with
an Aug. 8 death.

Despite police chasing
down hundreds of leads —

and even engaging a hyp-
notist to question a (lying)
teen who claimed she
could name a suspect —
the case remains un-
solved.

“You get to see other
people who’ve lost loved
ones move on, but with
this, you just relive it over
and over again like it was
yesterday,” said Reilly
earlier this week in her
small apartment off of
Empire Boulevard. 

A glass case in her din-
ing area holds the collec-
tion of international dolls
that was Kelley’s. In the
living room, a small wood-
en box with Kelley’s ashes
sits surrounded by angel
figurines.

Kelley was excited
about going off to high
school. She planned to get
a driver’s license. She
wanted a job at Burger
King. She wanted to study
cosmetology. 

If she hadn’t been
killed, she would have
turned 36 on July 25.

On her outer left bicep,
Reilly has a tattoo in her
daughter’s memory of a
butterfly bursting out of a
picture frame. It says
“Miss You” and has Kel-
ley’s name inscribed in a
copy of her very own
handwriting: the youth-
ful, looping print of a girl
who’d finished ninth
grade at Spry Middle
School just weeks before
her death.

“It’s been 20 years of
not knowing,” said Reilly,
whose family is hosting a

fundraiser on Saturday to
mark the sad anniversary
and to raise funds for the
National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Chil-
dren. The free event runs

from 1 to 7 p.m. at the
American Legion Post,
818 Ridge Road. “And, of
course, a piece of your
heart is missing all that
time.”

Reilly and other family
members still wonder
whether the outcome
might have been different
if police were more ag-
gressive in the immediate
hours after Kelley was re-
ported missing on Aug. 9.
But the case was compli-

cated because many of
Kelley’s peers kept telling
investigators they had
spotted the girl around
Webster in the weeks and
even months after her dis-
appearance. With all
those sightings, it seemed
more likely the girl was a
runaway than a homicide
victim.

The case, while cold,
remains open. The Web-
ster Police Department is
still asking anyone with
information to call (585)
872-1216 or 911.

Chief Joseph Rieger
said officers still meet
routinely with Kelley’s
family and that investiga-
tors are still pursuing
leads as they come in. 

Kelley’s aunt, Janice
Caruso, said family mem-
bers know they are Kel-
ley’s only voice and hope
continuing to speak out
about her killing will
shake loose potential wit-
nesses.

“Maybe somebody who
does have information
would think about this as
an adult now, and how it
would feel if it were their
child and they didn’t have
an answer,” she said. “Kel-
ley had to have been with
somebody in those woods.
Somebody knows and
hopefully somebody who
has information will let
their conscience per-
suade them at this point in
their life it is the right
thing to do; to share infor-
mation they have.”

MCDERMOT@DemocratandChronicle.com

MEAGHAN M. MCDERMOTT STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

To honor Kelley’s memory, her mother Chris Reilly has a butterfly tattoo that has a replica of
Kelley’s signature.

Kelley
Continued from Page 1A
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Kelley’s ashes in her mother’s apartment in Webster.

To see
a
related

video, click on the
link with this article

at Democratand

Chonicle.com.

only named defendant
and the suit states he
“wrongfully caused Mr.
Ward’s death by acting
with wanton, reckless and
malicious intent and neg-
ligence.”

The suit claims that
Stewart caused the acci-
dent that crashed Ward
Jr.’s car initially, and cit-
ing his “unique race car
and driving skills” and
“extreme skill and control
over his car” acted reck-

lessly in revving his en-
gine and not steering
clear of Ward Jr. in the af-
termath as other cars had.

The suit does not state
what the Ward family is
seeking in damages. The
suit contains four actions:
wrongful death; terror,
pain and suffering prior
to death; intentional/reck-
less conduct; gross negli-
gence.

“Our son was truly the
light of our lives and we
miss him terribly every
day,” the Wards said in a
statement. “Our hope is
that this lawsuit will hold
Tony Stewart responsible
for killing our son and

show him there are real
consequences when
someone recklessly takes
another person’s life.”

According to the re-
lease, neither the Ward
family nor their attorneys
will comment further.

Stewart-Haas Racing,
where Stewart is a driver
and co-owner, said it
would not comment at this
time. A NASCAR spokes-
man said the series will
not comment.

On Aug. 9, 2014, Stew-
art and Ward were in-
volved in an on-track inci-
dent that left Ward unable
to continue in the Empire
Super Sprints race. Dur-

ing the ensuing caution,
Ward jumped out of his
car and walked down the
track’s surface to motion
at Stewart. Stewart hit
him in what he later called
“100 percent an accident.”

Nearly seven weeks
later, an Ontario County
district attorney’s report
stated that Ward Jr. was
under the influence of
marijuana at the time of
the incident at a level high
enough to impair judge-
ment. A grand jury opted
not to indict Stewart, who
missed three races in the
wake of the accident, in-
cluding the event at Wat-
kins Glen the following

day.
According to filing

documents, Stewart has
30 days to respond if the
summons is personally
served to him while in
New York. He otherwise
has 20. New York law dic-
tates that the suit can only
collect for the future loss
of expected earnings or

care Ward Jr. would have
generated. No figure is in-
cluded in the suit.

The family has re-
quested a jury trial.

Stewart, a three-time
Sprint Cup champion and
considered one of the
greatest wheelmen of his
generation, is slated to
race at Watkins GIen In-
ternational in the Sprint
Cup race Sunday, the one-
year anniversary of the
crash. A moment of si-
lence is scheduled at Can-
andaigua, according to a
track spokesman, on Sat-
urday night as the Empire
Super Sprints return to
the track.

Stewart
Continued from Page 1A

COMING SUNDAY
A look back at how one
second changed the racing
and Canandaigua communi-
ties on the anniversary of
Kevin Ward Jr.’s death.

Hope On Wheels to
recognize doctors

Hyundai Hope On
Wheels will recognize the
work of doctors Nina
Schor and Suzie Noronha
at the UR Medicine Gol-
isano Children’s Hospital
by awarding a $50,000
grant.

The grant will enable
the doctors to continue
their fight against pediat-
ric cancer by funding
life-saving research and
innovative treatments.

Schor and Noronha
are being recognized
because of their efforts
in caring for patients and
families.

Hyundai Hope on
Wheels will officially
award the grant on Mon-
day during a handprint
ceremony at Golisano

Children’s Hospital.
Rochester-area chil-

dren affected by cancer
will dip their hands into
colorful paint and then
create a hand print on a
white Hyundai Santa Fe
Sport to commemorate
their battles with cancer.

Ohio man drowns
in Orleans County

A 67-year-old Ohio
man drowned in Oak
Orchard River in Orleans
County on Thursday.

Orleans County sher-
iff’s deputies were called
about 7:15 p.m. after
William E. Rowe of Cin-
cinnati jumped into the
river and disappeared in
the hamlet of Kenyon-
ville, part of the town of
Carlton.

His body was recov-

ered about 8:45 p.m. by
the Carlton Fire Depart-
ment, deputies said in a
news release. Deputies
said Rowe was in the
area for a three-day Lake
Ontario fishing charter.

About 7:15 p.m., Rowe
approached a group of
teenage girls who were
jumping off the Ken-
yonville Road bridge into
the river and asked
whether he could jump
too, deputies reported.

The teens didn’t object
so he jumped off the
bridge, surfaced briefly
and then went under,
deputies said. Rowe did
not resurface.

Also assisting at the
scene were Albion and
Lyndonville fire depart-
ments, New York State
Police and the sheriff’s
marine unit.

Police identify men
shot on Thurston

Rochester police re-
leased the names of three
men shot Thursday on
Thurston Road.

Anthony Pearson, 27,
Kyle Pearson, 36, and Ty-
rone Rudolph 37, all of
Rochester, were outside
the Smart 7 convenience
store, 464 Thurston Road,
when they were shot
about 3:15 p.m. and taken
to Strong Memorial Hos-
pital.

Kyle Pearson and Ru-
dolph were shot in the
lower body and were
treated and released. An-
thony Pearson, who was
shot in the upper body,
was listed in satisfactory
condition Friday morn-
ing.

Man pleads guilty 
to sex trafficking

A Rochester man
pleaded guilty Friday to
sex trafficking of a minor.

Michael T. Williams
pleaded guilty in front of
U.S. District Court Judge
Frank Geraci. The charge
carries a mandatory sen-
tence of 10 years in prison,
U.S. Attorney William Ho-
chul announced.

Between January and
February 2012, Williams
enticed a girl under the
age of 18 to engage in com-
mercial sex acts. The vic-
tim, 16, was taken to a Car-
oline Street address by
Williams and she had pho-
tos taken of her that were
posted on backpage.com.

The girl said all the
money she received from
performing sexual acts

was then turned over to
Williams. Sentencing is
scheduled for Nov. 9.

Man found in creek
in Batavia park

A male body was dis-
covered in Tonawanda
Creek at Batavia’s Kibbe
Park Friday afternoon.

Genesee County Dis-
patch Center received a
call at 2:33 p.m. Batavia
Police responded and con-
firmed that a deceased
white man was in the
creek. The body appeared
to have been in the water
for a period of time, ac-
cording to police. The Ba-
tavia Fire Department
helped retrieve the body
from the water. The body
was sent to the Monroe
County Medical Examin-
er’s Office for an autopsy.

NEWS BRIEFS


