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What's important and interesting around Rochester.ROCNews

Share your panorama photos online at http://on.rocne.ws/rocview
ROCHESTER VIEW  

MICHELE KAIDER-KOROL, ROCHESTER

Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School blanketed by winter. 

Each month, the Democrat and
Chronicle’s problem solver, Jon Hand,
will profile a group in our community
that is dedicated to solving a specific
problem. 

Starting the series is this month’s
group, Angels of Mercy. 

The group:
Angels of Mercy

(angelsofmercyny.org).
What is the problem?
In many countries, especially Third

World countries but as close to home as
Rochester, sex trafficking of young
girls is a major industry.

How is the group solving it?
One of the group’s largest initiatives

is to sew dresses out of pillowcases,
which are delivered to the girls at risk.
The new, colorful dresses give sex
traffickers the impression that the
young girls wearing them have families
and are cared for, making them less of

a target for trafficking. 
What have they done so far?
Started more than five years ago,

Angels of Mercy has created and sent
more than 130,000 dresses to girls
across the globe and locally. 

To fit into the group’s larger vision
— “To reach out to women of all ages
who have been affected by life-control-
ling issues such as violence against
women, drug, alcohol and sexual abuse,
self-harm and low self-esteem” — they
also have started the Stop the Traffick-
ing-End the Cycle campaign, which

includes events to raise awareness
about human trafficking, and have
created the Butterfly Boutique, which
provides business clothing for women
seeking employment.

What can you do?
As an individual or a group, you can

become a “Change Agent” and volun-
teer, or donate to support programs and
office workers.

Contact:
Mary Jo Colligan, 692 N. Winton

Road in Rochester, (585) 730-4556 or
visit their website,
angelsofmercyny.org.

JHAND@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/jonhand1

If you work with or know a group solv-
ing a unique problem in our community,
email Hand. 

MAKING THINGS BETTER

Angels of Mercy combats sex trafficking

JHAND@DemocratandChronicle.com

Jon
Hand
PROBLEM SOLVER

PROVIDED

Mary Jo Colligan started Angels of Mercy to
help support struggling women locally and
globally.

Like many children, Marissa Tucker
and LaMont Haywood loved to sing
around the house.

“It was a passion,” Haywood says.
Now 16, Tucker and Haywood are

still singing. But unlike most, the two
Churchville-Chili juniors will get a
chance on Sunday to sing on one of the
world’s most prestigious stages: Carne-
gie Hall in New York City. They are
among 500 artists chosen from 10,000
nominations throughout North Ameri-
ca and select international schools to
perform in the High School Honors Per-
formance Series.

“I actually can’t believe I got in,”
Tucker says, citing the odds.

Tucker will perform as a Soprano 2
and Haywood as a Bass 2. They leave
for Manhattan on Thursday with their
families (they’re staying at the Shera-
ton in Times Square) and will be treated
to a Broadway show and a tour of the
Big Apple between rehearsals with
master conductors Jeffrey Grogan,
Sharon Lavery and Eph Ehly.

Sunday’s performance will feature
five songs and is open to the public.
Representatives from college music
programs will be in the audience.

Tucker has been studying music for
eight years. She is part of a church
choir, an a capella group called Off The 
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Churchville-Chili High School students
Marissa Tucker and LaMont Haywood will
sing at prestigious Carnegie Hall on Sunday.

Two C-C
singers
head to
big Hall
Tucker, Haywood

will perform at

Carnegie in NYC

JIM MANDELARO
STAFF WRITER

See SINGERS, Page 8A

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer is urging a
ban on new synthetic drug combinations
that have been blamed for sickening
area students.

The New York Democrat appeared
Monday morning at Batavia High
School, where four students became se-
verely ill after experimenting with a

synthetic drug called Cloud 9. A similar
incident in the Churchville-Chili School
District sent two students to the hospital.

Cloud 9 can lead to seizures, halluci-
nations, high blood pressure, rapid heart
rate and panic attacks, Schumer said in a
news release. It is legal, unregulated,
sold at many convenience stores and fre-
quently consumed in e-cigarettes.

Schumer said the U.S. Drug Enforce-

ment Administration has identified
about 300 synthetic drug combinations,
most of which have not yet been added
to its list of controlled substances. He is
urging the agency to add the chemicals
to the list quickly, and he is co-sponsor-
ing a bill to help crack down on new
chemical compounds in the future. 

Schumer seeks ban on new drug combos
STAFF REPORT

See DRUGS, Page 7A

An overnight low of 1 degree. A Tues-
day high of 18. 

The only thing that might make Satur-
day’s forecast with a high of 25 even tol-
erable is that the mercury will top out at
only 6 on Thursday and bottom out at mi-
nus 5 degrees Friday morning. And
speaking of minus, we tied the record low

for Monday, Feb. 16 at minus 7.
So for now, that 25 is going to have to

qualify as a warm-up, even though it’s
still below normal and not above freez-
ing. After that? It should get colder again,
said Aaron Reynolds, meteorologist with
the National Weather Service in Buffalo. 

Meantime, there is a chance of snow
on Tuesday, an even better chance on 

COLD? GET
USED TO IT

JAMIE GERMANO/@JGERMANO1/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom Cook of Greece soaks up the sunshine while braving the single-digit temperatures Monday as he walks along the frozen shoreline of Lake
Ontario near Durand-Eastman Park.

‘Ridiculously stupid winter’ has more sub-zero wind chills
BRIAN SHARP
STAFF WRITER

See a video of a

local woman

who makes icicle fences.
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See COLD, Page 7A


