
Democrat and Chronicle - 05/19/2016 Page : A07

Copyright © 2016 Democrat and Chronicle 05/19/2016
May 19, 2016 10:51 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

DemocratandChronicle.com Thursday, May 19, 2016 Page 7A

DC-0000375718

7273 Victor-Pittsford Rd. • 924-8310
2372 Lyell Ave. • 429-6232

3400 Monroe Ave. • 586-2920
657 Ridge Rd., Webster • 671-2520

www.HadlockPaint.com

2016 JD Power Best Exterior Stain Award Winner

velopment (HUD) for a
major part of their bud-
gets. In the new round of
grants announced this
week, however, HUD
made dramatic cuts
across the country to
transitional housing pro-
viders, saying it was in-
stead focusing on perma-
nent housing.

“Much of the research
(on homelessness) has
clearly indicated that
permanent housing strat-
egies, such as permanent
supportive housing and
rapid re-housing, are
more cost effective and
achieve the same or bet-
ter outcomes than other
types of homeless assis-
tance,” Norm Suchar, di-
rector of the HUD Office
of Special Needs Assis-
tance Programs, said in a
statement. “We work to
support these research-
based strategies through
the Competition and en-
courage communities to
adopt them.”

In practice, that
change in priorities
means Sojourner House
loses its entire $227,000
allotment, a huge hit in a
total program budget of
$1.4 million. Wilson Com-
mencement Park loses
$142,000.

As a result, three peo-
ple have already been
laid off and as many as 16
could be affected if the
funding is not restored or
replaced, said Seanelle
Tracy, executive director
of both agencies.

HUD also cut a
$244,000 grant for case
workers in a program co-
ordinated among Path-
Stone, the YWCA and the
Rochester Housing Au-
thority.

The loss of funding
was abrupt but not unex-
pected. HUD has been
encouraging communi-
ties to rely less on transi-

tional housing for several
years. A 2012 “Homeless-
ness Resolution Strate-
gy” report by a city of
Rochester advisory
group came to the same
conclusion.

“The average costs of
shelter and transitional
housing are often much
higher with far less suc-
cess,” its authors wrote.
“Reallocating some of
these funds or convert-
ing some of these pro-
grams to rapid rehousing
and/or permanent sup-
portive housing should
be explored.”

Tree Clemonds, So-
journer House’s director
of residential services,
said there are people for
whom rapid rehousing or
permanent supportive
housing won’t work.

“Not everyone can fit
into the model of 10 days
in an emergency shelter
and then get back out
there,” she said. “Some
people have not devel-
oped the skills to stay
housed, and that’s where
transitional housing
comes in.”

According to statistics
provided by PathStone,
94 percent of Sojourner
House graduates remain
in permanent housing for
at least a year after their
stay there, and the major-
ity either get a job or en-
roll in school.

Sojourner House and
Wilson Commencement
Park are now looking for
new funding sources as
well as ways to work
more closely together to
create more streamlined
service. In particular,
they hope to gather dona-
tions to trigger a $50,000
matching grant from the
Daisy Marquis Jones
Foundation.
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Peter Wehner will fill
a vacancy on the Ironde-
quoit town board left by
now town supervisor
Dave Seeley, the town an-
nounced Wednesday. 

Wehner is currently
the chair of the town’s
planning board, a posi-
tion he has held since
2010. He has been on the
planning board since
2007. He will be formally
appointed at Thursday’s
town board meeting, and
sworn in next week. 

The selection came af-
ter the town board held
an open application proc-
ess to fill Seeley’s spot,
which was vacated last
month when Seeley re-
placed former supervi-

sor Adam Bello. Bello
was appointed to the role
of Monroe County Clerk
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo
earlier this year.

Wehner was the lead
architect for the town’s
new library that opened
in 2015, and brings 30
years of project manage-
ment and engineering ex-
perience to the town
board. He must seek elec-
tion this fall in order to
complete the two-year
term. 
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A Rochester man con-

victed of attempting to
sex traffic a minor was
sentenced Tuesday in
U.S. District Court.

Brandon McNeal, 24,
was sentenced to nine
years in prison by Chief
U.S. District Judge
Frank P. Geraci Jr.

According to Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Tiffa-
ny H. Lee, McNeal
worked with others to
recruit a female minor,
knowing that she was
under 18, to engage in
acts of prostitution.

Between July and Au-
gust 2015, McNeal had
the minor work for him
as a prostitute. He also
posted advertisements
for the girl on Backpage-
.com. 

McNeal arranged for
the minor to meet cus-
tomers at a Motel 6 and
he paid for the hotel
room.
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ALBANY — An organ-
donation law named af-
ter a Rockland County
teenager will be extend-
ed for an additional four
years.

The state Assembly
on Wednesday unani-
mously passed an exten-
sion of “Lauren’s Law,”
which requires driver’s
license applicants to an-
swer whether they would
like to be added to the
state’s organ-donor reg-
istry. 

The Senate unani-
mously passed the exten-
sion bill in February.
Rich Azzopardi, a
spokesman for Cuomo,
said the governor will
sign it, which will keep
Lauren’s Law in effect
through early October
2020.

The law, which had
been set to expire Oct. 3,
is named after Lauren
Shields of Stony Point,
who was 12 years old
when it first passed in
2012. Shields received a
heart transplant in 2009.

“We need to make
sure New York state
comes to be the No. 1
state in the near future
on organ donation,” said
Assemblyman Felix Or-
tiz, D-Brooklyn, who
sponsored the bill in his
chamber.

Shields has made sev-
eral trips to the state
Capitol over the past four
years to push for the bill,
accompanied by Senate
sponsor David Carlucci,
D-Clarkstown, Rockland
County.

The law requires
those filling out a driver
license application or re-
newal to answer “yes” or
“skip this question”
when asked whether
they want to be added to
the state’s “Donate Life”
registry.

Prior to Lauren’s Law,
applicants could skip
over the question with-

out filling in an answer.
Cuomo signed the

original law in 2012.
The Senate unani-

mously passed a bill in
April that would make
the law permanent. The
Assembly, however, took
up the four-year exten-
sion.

Carlucci said Wednes-
day he would have pre-
ferred making the law
permanent. But it was
more important to make
sure the law didn’t expire
in October, he said.

“I prefer permanent.
However, this was some-
thing we thought we
could pass right now,”
Carlucci said. “The last
thing we want is for Lau-
ren’s Law to expire this
year. We’ve made so
much progress and have
seen the numbers in-
crease in terms of people
who have enrolled with

the Department of Motor
Vehicles. We want to see
that trend continue.”
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Jon Campbell is a staff
writer for Gannett’s Al-
bany Bureau.
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From left, heart transplant recipients Lauren Shields of Stony Point and Roxanne Watson of
Spring Valley meet with state Sen. David Carlucci in his Nanuet office in 2012.
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